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British Economic Historians and the
Study of J.M. Keynes’s Economic
Ideas in the 1930s

Alan Booth

The focus of British Keynes scholarship in the past
decade has been the impact of his ideas on British
economic policy. British historians of interwar eco-
nomic policy have tended to move beyond the econo-
mist-centred approach, which Keynes and his closest
interwar colleagues most favoured. The economic
ideas of leading Treasury officials certainly played a
part in the rejection of expansionist policies, just as
Keynes had supposed (and Clarke has demonstrated).
But the Treasury’s administrative and practical
objections to deficit-financed public works, which
Keynes had seen as a cover for deeper economic
arguments, were real enough, as Peden, Middleton
and others have confirmed. The recognition of the
power of administrative and political factors in pol-
icy choices has led to the development of state-
centred explanations, notably by Skocpol and Weir.
In this perspective, Keynes failed because he did not
address the primary policy concerns of ministers and
civil servants-unemployment insurance, balancing
the budget and promoting industrial competitiveness.
Finally, attention must be drawn to the importance of
structural factors. The British public sector of the

1930s was almost certainly too small to act as a
foundation for deficit-financed expansion. The scale
of borrowing and public expenditure required to
reduce unemployment to normal levels was simply
impossible. Keynes’s success in achieving a revolu-
tion in economic theory should not be seen, as many
economists and historians of economic thought
appear to imagine, as the main step towards a

Keynesian revolution in economic policy.
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12th Heibronn Symposium in Economics and the
Social Sciences, 25-27 June 1999

The twelfth Heilbronn Symposium in Economics and
the Social Sciences will be devoted to the role of
mathematics in the social sciences in general and
economics in particular. The conference will be held
in Heilbronn from June 25-27, 1999. The conference
site is the traditional Schiesshaus at less than five
minutes’ distance from the railroad station.

On Thursday 24 June, at four o’clock, conference
participants will gather at the big clock in front of
the railroad station, for a guided tour. Afterwards,
dinner in Hotel Goetz. Please address your inquiries
to:

Prof. Dr. Juergen G. Backhaus Maastricht University,
AE

P.O. Box 616

6200 MD Maastricht

The Netherlands

tel : +31-43-3883636

fax : +31-43-3258440

email : s.roggen@algec.unimaas.nl
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History of Economic Thought Society of Australia
Twelfth Conference

The Australian National University

Canberra, Australia, 14-16 July 1999

The History of Economic Thought Society of Aus-
tralia (HETSA) will hold its1999 annual conference
at the Humanities Research Centre, Australian
National University, Canberra, between Wednesday
14 July and Friday 16 July.

Contact

Dr Grant Fleming, Convenor, 1999 HETSA Confer-
ence, Department of Commerce,

Australian National University, Canberra ACT 0200,
AUSTRALIA, or

Grant.Fleming @ anu.edu.au
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HISTORY OF ECONOMIC THOUGHT CONFER-

ENCE

GLASGOW CALEDONIAN UNIVERSITY

7-9 September 1999

Papers are invited in all areas of economic thought
for the annual History of Economic Thought Confer-
ence to be held at Glasgow Caledonian University.
Conference accommodation is available in comfort-
able student flats (with single rooms) adjacent to the
city centre campus or in city hotels. On Wednesday
afternoon an expedition to the Burrell Collectionis
planned for participants. Conference Organiser :
Professor Alexander Dow

Department of Economics Glasgow Caledonian Uni-
versity 70 Cowcaddens Road

Glasgow G4 0BA. Scotland

e-mail : acdo@gcal.ac.uk

Tel: +44(0)141 331 3310

Fax: +44(0)141 331 3293

Web site: http://www.ecn.bris.ac.uk/het/1999/wel-
come.htm
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THE 3rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR NEW INSTI-
TUTIONAL ECONOMICS.

The 3rd Annual Conference of the International
Society for New Institutional Economics will be held
on September 16-18, 1999, in Washington, DC, USA.
Presentations and papers in all areas of New Institu-
tional Economics are welcome. In addition to eco-
nomics, the conference program will include sessions
on the application of NIE to political science, anthro-
pology, law, and sociology.

Contact Michael Sykuta.

E-mail : SykutaM @missouri.edu

See also

ISNIE-USA : http://isnie.org/

ISNIE-EUROPE : http://www.univ-parisl.fr/
ATOM/nie/nie.html
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Association Charles Gide pour I'Etude de la Pensee
Economique

International Conference

Formal Models and Economic Theory: History,
Analysis, Methodology

Paris
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September 17 and 18, 1999

What kind of scientific references did economic the-
ory adopt throughout its history? What formal
models were conducive to these references? How
did they shape the analytical content of the theory ?
What analogies or homologies could be considered as
having initiated new approaches to economic theory ?
Such questions lead to analyze the place and role of
medical, chemical, mechanical, thermodynamical,
biological, systemic, or other formal metaphors in the
construction of economic theory.

Colloque “Modeles formels et theorie economique :
histoire, analyse, epistemologie” GRESE Universite
de Paris I Pantheon-Sorbonne Maison des Sciences
Economiques 106-112, boulevard de I'Hopital 75013
Paris France telephone : 33 (0) 1 55 43 42 37 e-mail :
grese @univ-parisl.fr
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The Vienna Circle Institute will be hosting an interna-
tional workshop in October 1999 :

Conceptions of Knowledge and Economics by/on Otto
Neurdth and Josef Popper-Lynkeus

Location : Institute Vienna Circle

Date: October 1/2, 1999

Together with: Institute of Philosophy, Working
Group

Analytical Philosophy (Co-ordination: Elisabeth
Nemeth)

For more information, contact :

Institute Vienna Circle

Museumstrasse 5/2/19

A-1070 Vienna

AUSTRIA Tel./Fax: (+43 1) 5261005
http://hhobel.phl.univie.ac.at/wk

OV YV ANEH

Call for Papers

One hundred years ago in 1899, Georg Simmel publi-
shed what has now been translated as his Philosophy
of Money. The book addresses the phenomenon of
money, not from the point of view of classical or neo-
classical theory, but rather from a philosophical point
of view—yet there are many interesting insights for
economists from this approach. Efforts are on the
way to organize a conference digging more deeply

into the significance of Simmel’s work from a contem-
porary point of view.A conference will be held in
Berlin on 89. and 10 October 1999 at the Berlin
Business School (Fachhochschule fuer Wirtschaft),
convened jointly by the Maastricht University and
the Berlin Business School.

Please address vour inquiries to :

Prof. Dr. Juergen G. Backhaus

Maastricht University, AE

P.O. Box 616

6200 MD Maastricht

The Netherlands

tel : +31-43-3883636

fax: +31-43-3258440

email : s.roggen@ algec.unimaas.nl
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European Association for Evolutionary Political
Economy (EAEPE) 1999

Conference, 4-7 November

Prague, Czech Republic

Institutional History of Economics Research Area
For details contact Esther-Mirjam Sent

CPNSS

London School of Economics

Houghton Street

London WC2A 2AE, UK

Tel: +44-171-955 6827

Fax: +44-171-955 6869

E-mail : sent.2@nd.edu

Web-site : http://www.nd.edu/~esent

Further information on the EAEPE 1999 conference
can be found at:
http://eaepe.tuwien.ac.at/conference.html

Further information on the research area is at:
http://www.eh.net/ehnet/Archives/hes/nov-98/0011.
html
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THE “ENLIGHTENMENT PROJECT”: WHAT IS
IT?

a panel to be held at the Twenty-Third Annual
Conference of the

Northeast American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies

December 9-12, 1999

University of New Hampshire
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Durham, New Hampshire

Recent discussions in the humanities and the social
sciences regularly presume that there is something
called the “Enlightenment Project” that needs to be
redeemed, reconstructed, deconstructed, gotten back
to, or gotten over. Yet those who invoke the
“Enlightenment project” have not always been very
precise as to what this project was supposed to
involve or very forthcoming in their account of who
was allegedly involved in it. In the meantime, at
least some historians of the eighteenth century have
expressed doubts about the existence of “the”
Enlightenment and have instead suggested that there
were a number of different enlightenments—each,
presumably, with its own projects.

Contac James Schmidt

University Professors Program

Boston University

745 Commonwealth Ave.

Boston, MA 02215
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIA-
TION FOR EVOLUTIONARY ECONOMICS

The next annual meeting of the Association for
Evolutionary Economics will be held in conjunction
with meetings of the Allied Social Sciences Associa-
tion (ASSA) on January 7, 8, and 9, 2000 in Boston.
Contact yramstad @uri.edu.

03 —uy RFBELELE 4 AFERRS

Fourth Annual Conference of the European Society
for the History of Economic Thought (ESHET)
25-27 February 2000

in Graz, Austria

The fourth annual conference of the EUROPEAN
SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF ECONOMIC
THOUGHT will be held at the University of Graz,
Austria, 25-27 February 2000. The conference will
have both a thematic part and an open part. The
theme will be: “Is there progress in economics?”
Scholars who would like to attend and give a paper
are asked to send a proposal and an abstract of not
more than 500 words and full details of their
affiliation by 31 August 1999, using preferably e-mail
(or fax) to

E-mail: ESHET2000@kfunigraz.ac.at

Fax: + +43 316 351314

Postal address: ESHET 2000, Department of Eco-
nomics, University of Graz,

Resowi-Zentrum F4, A-8010 Graz, Austria. Tele-
phone: ++43 316 380

3444/3457/3461.

A scientific committee will screen the proposals.
Notice of acceptance will be sent by 30 September
1999. The deadline for the submission of papers is 15
December 1999.

Ph.D. Seminar, 23-24 February 2000

Prior to the conference there will be a two-day semi-
nar in which Ph.D. students can present their work to
leading experts in their field of research, get com-
ments and suggestions, and meet and discuss with
other postgraduates. Ph.D. students are, of course,
invited to stay on for the conference.

Contact Bert.Mosselmans@vub.ac.be
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International Working Group on Value Theory
CALL FOR PAPERS

Year 2000 Value Theory Mini-Conference

Crystal City Hyatt Regency, March 24th-March 26th
2000

We invite you to the seventh “New Directions in
Value/Price Theory” mini-conference, organized by
the International Working Group on Value Theory
(IWGVT), to be held as part of the Eastern Economic
Association (EEA) conference. Papers relating to
the IWGVT’s areas of interest are welcome and
proposals for complete panels will be considered.
The full call, and instructions for submission, are on
our website at

www.greenwich.ac.uk/~fa03/iwgvt.

We can be contacted at

Value.Theory @greenwich.ac.uk

for information or informal discussion.

Abstracts of individual papers or proposals for com-
plete sessions are welcome from May 1st onwards.
Proposals for complete sessions should be made by
August 1st 1999. The deadline for papers and ac-
companying material is November 1, 1999.
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THE AGE OF ECONOMIC MEASUREMENT
HOPE Conference, 2000
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Guest Editors: Judy L. Klein and Mary S. Morgan
March/April 2000

The History of Political Economy conference in the
year 2000 will explore the origins of economic mea-
surement and the historical links between such empir-
ical observation and issues of public policy, changes
in economic theory and academic practice. There
are no geographical boundaries to our proposed
exploration, but we imagine that most of the papers
will concentrate on the time period from 1850 to 1950,
which could well be labelled the “age of measurement
in economics.”

Contact

Judy L.Klein (at Department of Economics, Mary
Baldwin College, Staunton,

VA 24401, USA. Phone: 1-540-887-7053 Fax : 1-540-
887-7137 email :

jklein@mbc.edu) or

Mary Morgan (at Department of Economic History,
London School of

Economics, Houghton St., London WC2A 2AE, UK.
Phone 44-171-955- 7081 ; Fax

44-171-955-7730 ; email : m.morgan@Ilse.ac.uk).
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MORRIS 2000 CONFERENCE--University of Tor-
onto, 22-25 June 2000

Following the centenary conference at Oxford in
1996, the William Morris Society is sponsoring the
second quadrennial international conference to bring
together scholars and students of Morris as an artist,
writer, and socialist. The conference is taking place
22-25 June 2000, at the University of Toronto, with
accommodation at its downtown campus in the centre
of the city.

Proposals for 20-25 minute papers on all aspects of
Morris are welcomed. Proposals of 300-500 words
and enquiries for further information should be
mailed to David and Sheila Latham at 42 Belmont
Street, Toronto, Ontario M5R 1P8, or e-mailed to
{dlatham@yorku.ca>. The closing date for the sub-
mission of proposals is 30 September 1999.
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Twenty-seventh Annual Hume Society Conference
College of William and Mary

Williamsburg, Virginia (USA)

July 24-29, 2000

The Hume Society is pleased to announce a call for
papers for its twenty-seventh annual conference, to
be held August 2-7, 2000 in Williamsburg, Virginia
(USA). The title of the conference is a “A Feast of
Reason”.

Papers should be no longer than thirty minutes in
reading length, with self-references deleted for blind
reviewing ; the author’s name should appear only on
a front cover sheet. Papers may be in English,
French, or German, but an abstract in English of up to
150 words is required for all papers.

Submissions must be postmarked by November 1,
1999. Send triplicate copies of both abstracts and
papers to:

Professor Mikael M. Karlsson

Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Hume Society
University of Iceland

Main Building 1S-101

Reykjavik, Iceland

http://www .hi.is/mike/hume.html
http://sun.soci.niu.edu/phildept/ Hume/
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RETHINKING MARXISM announces its fourth
International Gala Conference

MARXISM 2000

21-24 September (Thursday-Sunday) 2000
University of Massachusetts at Amherst

PURPOSE :

With the new millennium upon us, the editors of
RETHINKING MARXISM intend “Marxism 2000
to explore and engender fresh insights and struggles,
and to (re)claim utopian visions and hopes for just
and humane global alternatives. As Marxism’s long
first century draws to a close, we may reflect back on
its many successes and unfortunate failures.

Contact

Stephen Cullenberg

Department of Economics

University of California

Riverside, CA 92521, USA

email : mailto: Stephen.Cullenberg @ucr.edu
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