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Towards a History of Emulation :
Hobbes, Smith and Bentham

MARCO E.L. GUIDI

The paper suggests that the notion of emulation
has played a major theoretical role in the early stages
of the historical development of political economy.
This notion has been for a certain period even more
important than that of competition, which eventually
became dominating. The paper compares three
authors on this {ssue : Thomas Hobbes, Adam Smith,
and Jeremy Bentham. The guideline of this inquiry
is the hypothesis that there is a significant evolution
in the meaning of emulation: Hobbes intends it as a
destructive strategy oriented by the search for honour
and precedence, and sees no other solution than a
political appeasement of this asocial passion. Smith’
s definition of emulation, although with different
accents, is not far from Hobbes's. However Smith
believes that society provides spontaneous mecha-
nisms that moderate emulation and transform it in a
powerful instrument of economic growth, Lastly,
Bentham re-defines emulation as a particular type of
competition, aiming at conquering scarce positional
goods. According to Bentham reputation is an
important end in itself, but the material advantages
indirectly occasioned by it are possibly the ultimate
goals of those who pursue it. Thus, while emulation-
marrying with pecuniary interest-is transformed in a
bourgeois and sociable virtue, its peculiar advantages
as an economic incentive and as a means to ensure the
junction of interest and duty become more evident.
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The following call for papers is for a seminar that
will be submitted for inclusion in the program of the
annual meeting of the American Comparative Litera-
ture Association (ACLA) to be held at Yale Univer-
sity, February 25-27, 2000. The overall theme of the
conference is “Interdisciplinary studies: in the mid-
dle, across, or in between ?” For more information on
the Conference, consult its web page at http://www.
yale.edu/complit/acla2000.htm
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Sixth Annual European Conference on the History of
Economics ECHE 2000

University of Amsterdam

20-22 April 2000

CALL FOR PAPERS

Changing Instruments in Economics

While the history of economics has traditionally tend-
ed to focus on theories and ideas—"economic
thought" —historians of economics are increasingly
approaching their subject from different angles. One
such angle, inspired by recent work in the history and
sociology of science, involves the consideration of
those instruments used in the construction of eco-
nomic theory and the pursuit of applied economic
research. Paper proposals of around 1000 words
should clearly indicate the contribution of the paper
to the theme of the conference.

Contact:

Marcel Boumans, University of Amsterdam, Roeters-
straat 11, 1018 WB

Amsterdam, The Netherlands. e-mail: boumans
@fee.uva.nl
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History of Economics Society

The twenty-seventh annual meeting of the History of
Economics Society will be held June 30-July 3 at the
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada. All persons wishing to present a paper or
organize a complete session should submit an
abstract of 200 words or less for a paper or an
ahstract of 400 words or less for a complete session by
February 15, 2000 to the President-Elect, John Davis.
Proposals on all aspects of history of economic
thought and methodology are invited. A specizal
issue of the Journal of the History of Economic
Thought will give preference to papers on the confer-
ence theme, “Historiography, the methodology of
the histery of economic thought.”

Proposals may be submitted by :

HES website :
http://www.eh.net/HisEcSoc/Conferences/2000.
shtml

E-mail : davis@mail.busadm.mu.edu

Fax: to John Davis at 414-288-5757

Mail to: John Davis

David Straz Iall

PO Box 1881

Marquette University

Milwaukee, WI 33201-1881
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The 2000 meetings of the International Network for
Economic Method will be held on 29 June 2000 at the
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.
Abstracts of papers (no more than 200 words) or
proposals for sessions on any aspect of economic
methodology, the philosophy or scciology of science
applied to economics, or other areas of interest to
economic methodologists should be sent before 1
April 2000 to Kevin D. Hoover, Chair, INEM, Depart-
ment of Econoemics, University of California, Davis,
CA 95616-8578 or, by e-mail, to kdhoover @ucdavis.
edu or, fax, (530} 752-9382. Papers presented at the
conference may also be submitted to the Journal of
Economic Methodology.
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Flexible Exchange Rates, the Balance of Payments,
International Adjustment, and Capital Mobility The
Development of the Open Econemy Macromode! in
Comparative and Historical Perspective An Interna-
tional Conference to be held in 2001.

(Decisions about location and dates will be made in
October 1999 and announced on the HES list) Histo-
rians of Economic Thought are invited to submit
proposals far papers in the following areas to Warren
Young at: youngw @mail.biwac.il Comparative and
Historical Perspective- the 1950s “Flexible Rates
Group™ : a history- the Machlup "Bellagio Group”

and its influence-US vs British Keynesians on -

exchange rates and adjustment- International and
Naticnal experiences with Flexible Rates: case
studies and their impact on theory and policy- Flex-
ible rates vs Bretton Woods: Panacea or Pvrrhic
victory ?- the “Monetary Approach” to the Balance
of Payments vs the “Keynesian Approach” : separate
or interrelated histories?- Adjustment Policies
“beyond” the exchange rate: are Flexible Rates
enough ?- the development of the Closed and “Inter-
nationalized” 15-LM model in Comparative perspec-
tive” “Cross-Fertilization” or “Independent Discov-
ery”?
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ASSOCIATION FOR INSTITUTIONAL
THOQUGHT (AFIT)

The annual meeting of AFIT will be held April 26 to

— 1

26, 2000

Town and Country Resort and Convention Center
San Diego, California, in

Conjunction with the 42nd annual conference of the
Western Social Science Association (WSSA)

The vear 2000 marks an importing milestone in the
history of economics (and the human race), the com-
mencement of the second century of Institutional
Economics. AFIT, a national organization dedicat-
ed to advancing the discipline of economics from an
Institutional Economics perspective, thus will have as
its primary theme for this years conference: 1) acces-
sing the first hundred years of Institutional Econemics
{successes and failures) ; and 2) directions for the
future. Contact: Charles M.A. Clark VP AFIT
Department of Economics

St, John's University

Jamaica, New York 11439

USA

Phone : 718 990 7343

Cleiroch@ aol.com
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CONFERENCE: WHAT DOES AN AUSTRIAN
APPLIED ECONOMICS LOOK LIKE?

The Association of Historians of the Austrian Eco-
nomic Tradition (AITAET) organizes a conference in
Paris (18-19 May 2000).

The conference will be devoted to the following
topic: What does an Austrian applied economics
look like? After a long period of relative neglect,
the last two decades have witnessed a proliferation of
studies devoted to the Austrian tradition in eco-
nomics. Most of this work concentrated on an
exegesis of its major representatives in the past.
More recently, research in such diverse fields as the
analysis of the firm and of organizations, the eco-
nomics of law, the theory of business cycles and the
theory of money have taken their inspiration from the
Austrian tradition. Contact: Thierry Aimar
Association des Historiens de la Tradition Economi-
que Autrichienne,

Centre d'Histoire de la Pensee Economigue,

Maison des Sciences Economiques,

106, Boulevard de I'H -+ ital,

75647 PARIS



FRANCE

Phone: (+33) 1 55-43-42-33

Fax: (+33) 155 43-42-35

E-mail : aimar@univ-parigl.fr
http://www.univ-parisl.fr/AHTEA/
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Joan Robinson International Symposium

March 2000-Dunkerque (Dunkirk)

>From Joan Robinson’s death to the end of the 1990s,
economics has experienced notable evolutions- often
in opposition with what the economist of Cambridge
fought all her life for.

In order to organise fruitful debates, six themes are
proposed : ~Actuality and influence of Joan
Robinson's writings; -Joan Robinson and Keynes; -
Influence and place of Marx in Joan Robinson's
thought ; -Joan Rebinson and the economic action of
State; -Industrial restructuring, training, and worker
gualification; -Economic stalemates and perspec-
tives of growth. Propositions of communication
must be sent at the following address before Decem-
ber 31, 1999.

The organisation committee will inform contributors
of the selected papers by the middle of February 2000.
Contact :

Joan Rebinson International Symposium
Laboratoire Redeploiement Industriel et Innovation
MRSH-ULCO

21, quai de ia Citadelie

F-59140¢ Dunkerque (France)

E-Mail : labrii @univ-littoral.fr

Telephone: +33 3.28.23.71.47 ou 34-Fax: +33 3.28.
23.71.10

http://www.univ-littoral.fr/eng/robins.htm
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ASSOCIATION FOR HETERODOX ECONOMICS
THE OTHER ECONOMIC CONFERENCE, 2000
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

27-28 JUNE 2000

Papers on any aspect of heterodox economics, history
of economic thought, economic history, business his-
tory, alternative economic systems, social economics,
feminist economics, and economic policy are invited
for the Two-Day The Other Economic Conference,
2000 of the Association for Heterodox Economics.
The Conference will take place at the Open Univer-
sity Conference Centre, 344-354 Gray’s Inn Road,
London WClx 8BP.

Contact: Alan Freeman

School of Social Sciences

University of Greenwich

Avery Hill Road

London SE9 2HB

(44) 181 858 6865

a.freeman@greenwich.ac.uk

www.greenwich.ac.uk/fa03
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