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Japan and Russia as "Take-off" Classmates?
From the Perspective of Continental Social
Thought

Gilles Campagnolo

Regarding history of modernization over the past
150 years, Russia and Japan are similar in some
aspects. While they diverged politically (Russia
evolved from czarism towards communism, Japan
became the first non-Western capitalist power),
both adopted a strategy of governmental
directorate, and maintained it long to industrialize.
(Moreover, not economics, but fear of Communism
brought Liberal Democrats to power in Japan after
1945).

Among historians of industrialization, the last
third of the nineteenth century is acknowledged as
the time of "economic take-off' for both countries: in
Japan, from the “Meiji Enlightenment” until WWI,
while in czarist Russia, from the 1880s through
WWI and the Revolution, later to be fully planned.
Both started together and also somehow
"ve-started" after WWII (albeit on opposite sides of
the Iron Curtain). They can thus be labeled
“class-mates” (dokyusei) graduating in same
“classes of industrial development" (Ozawa
Terutomo).

This chronological pairing is also evidenced in
their industrial strategies: patterns of growth
range from labor intensive early developmental
stages (analyzed a la Hecksher-Ohlin) to today’s
“information economics”, through the stages of
mass industry and consumerism. It was precisely
where consumerism won over the promise of
communism that they parted and Japan was once
(in the 1980s) said to be the true winner of the Cold
War. Therefore, some economists and



modernization theoreticians compared both
countries, like W. W. Rostow. We assess his analysis
is more fruitfully combined with the "flying geese
model" (designed by Akamatsu Kaname in the
Thirties, made famous in the West in the 1960s) to
take into account comparative advantage over
obsolescent industrial hegemons (the UK, then the
US) and fit in imitating patterns to retrace
development paths. And where macroeconomics is
not enough strategies by real economic agents
display unintended consequences of interactions
that help explain twists of history for both
countries.
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oSTOREP

The 14th Annual STOREP Conference, “Investments,
Finance, and Instability”, the Universita
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Piacenza, June 8-10,
2017.

www. storep. org

oHES (History of Economics Society)

The 44th annual HES Conference, the University
of Toronto, Canada, 22 — 26 June 2017
http://historyofeconomics. org/hes2017/

The 45th annual HES Conference, Loyola
University’s Water Tower Campus in Chicago, 14-17
June 2018

oTHETS (History of Economic Thought Society)
The 49th Annual UK History of Economic Thought
Conference, 3-5 September 2017, City, University
of London.

https://thets. org. uk/conference/

eInternational Conference on Economic Theory
and Policy

15-17 September, 2017, Meiji University, Tokyo,
Japan

http://www. kisc. meiji. ac. jp/ confyagi/Septemb
er2017. html

L A
F=

oHETSA (The History of Economic Thought Society
of Australia)

The annual conference, University House of the

Australian National University, Canberra, 25— 27
September, 2017.

https://hetsa2017. com/

oFAEPE (European Association for Evolutionary
Political Economy)

The 29th Annual Conference, “The role of the
State in Economic Development, State Capacity
State Autonomy and Economic Development,”
Budapest, Hungary, 19-21 October 2017.
http://eaepe. org/

®ALAHPE (The International Conference of the
Latin American Society for the History of
Economic Thought)

6th Latin American Conference of the History of
Economic Thought, 29 November — 1 December 2017,
the Universidad de los Andes in Bogota,
Colombia.

http://www. alahpe. org/call-for—papers—2017

oL SHET (European Society for the History of
Economic Thought)

The 22nd Annual Conference, “Entrepreneurship,
knowledge and employment,” Complutense
University of Madrid, Spain, 7-9 June 2018

http://www. eshet. net/index. php?a=23
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REFRFE BHARRSBELXRHAER

HKERE g EHEEE AE AEFMER
1_11950.4-1952.5 | AfRMA BAk |BFFEXZE | L)IEE - AE 15 |BfFAAY |R#AZ RREKRF EFEFRAY | BEEBAY
2 [1952.5-1954.5 |AMRHEH BX |BRWEXE | W)IEHLE - WEHE 59 |BEEZBXE |@HFEAE — R BEXRE MR RS
3 [1954.5-1956.5 | A{REH BAX |BRREARZF | L)IFEH - AAE 9 13 |HEEIKY |BEFHKE hRAZP ABRHIKE EBRKFE
4 |1956.5-1958.5 |AMRH BN |RREAAZE | WIEH - 1BE 1317 | RBKE RSHKRE |BBRKRE BfEPRAE | IHXF
5 11958.5-1960.5 |4 #2X BEFEFRAY | ARFEH 1721 | SSHK¥ IUaERY | EEXE NN KZE BAXZE
6 |1960.5-1962.5 |¥E #&X BEfaFBREAY | ARFH - BhEEh |21 26 | BAXZE HEEXRE |HEIEKRF MPULKE | "RRBHFRFE
7 [1962.5-1964. 11 |#E #&K BTl AE | BhEiEh 25 28 | RREFEKRE | EIIKE HEKXZ ABRFFILKE
8 |1964.11-1966. 11 | 3E #&% EFEERAY | BHHEEh 28 30 | KERRFIIA |/IMBEEIASE | RBAE
9 [1966.11-1968. 11 | #E #&X BT FIRAY | BHEEL 30 32 | mERKE BEAXY |[LBEX%¥
10 [1968.11-1970. 11 | O SHjk RERE FHEE 32 34 |[EEXR% WEMII KR | RABETKE
11 [1970.11-1972. 11 | O B REAE FHEE - BPER |34 36 | RAERAE | RBFHREAY | IIUER AR
12 [1972. 11-1974. 11 | /h#k B IHKRE SLAEARER 36 38 |MILUERIKE |BEAF BHEXE
13 [1974.11-1976. 11 | /KEH ¥ HEEXE 38 40 |ZEEKY |BEERBKZF | AMKE
14 [1976.11-1978. 11 | &% PHER HEAE A E#E 40 42 | A K= REAZE FEXE
15 [1978.11-1981.3 |#IL BF BRI K% ERES 42 44 | FEXF BlXE B K
16 |1981.4-1983.3 |&E%E —5 ABRHIKRE | RABEZ 45 46 |BEBRKRFE REXZFE
17 [1983.4-1985.3 |;E#k IEX —BRZ #4 3 FE PU AR 47 48 |[LE K% BRI R
18 [1985.4-1987.3 |HE = BREHREAE EHESH 49 50 | BEAR%E BfEKXZE
19 [1987.4-1989.3 |HYF HIE HRAXE HpEX 51 52 |BAFEKRZ HEXZFE
20 |1989.4-1991.3 |&H:EZE F#l HEXE B 53 54 | AMKZ BRFBRAE
21 11991.4-1993.3 | H #kEA EfREAY | HLEEE 55_56 | BARTKZ REEEKF
22 [1993.4-1995.3 |i#H AE —BRE FRR 57 58 | #iRAZ KB
23 11995.4-1997.3 | it A BEAFEKE |HREkx 59 60 | FARIERRAY | HRAZE
24 11997.4-1999.3 |#RE & BWPREAE |BHEZ 61 62 | fBHEIKRE | FIRFBRERE
25 [1999.4-2001.3 |HKiE M= BRILKZE AEHF 63 64 | BEARPEKE | —fFEXE
26 |2001.4-2003.3 | ¥fA& #* BEAFRAE |MAF— - Al 65_66 | EAFPRAE | FiHAE
27 |2003.4-2005.3 |/\K #Z—BB |REKZF = BEF 67 68 | AEHAKRE |JLEFEKRE
28 |2005.4-2007.3 |F& = HETIIRSE | RFHILHA 69 70 | KEREFEKE | #RIIKE
29 |2007.4-2009.3 |& #H SN KRZE .72 | AMEEKRY | BEXFE
30 |2009.4-2011.3 | AR#ER 1EA IHKE BRR 1374 | BREERBKE | EIUKE
31 12011.4-2013.3 |ZEH BKF REZFRE 75 76 | mREKE IMEEERIKE
32 |2013.4-2015.3 |%H 54 RRKZE NEH 1778 |BEFEKRE IHRFE
33 12015.4-2017.3 |HAE FX EMFRAY | HHBAE 79 80 | HEEKXF B KZF
34 12017.4-2019.3 |/h&E 2K BEAKXE PR — D 81 82 |EEXEKE | RRERAE
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