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James Steuart on David Hume: Making the Case for
Mercantilism

LEANE -

It has been well established that James Steuart and
David Hume were good friends and that Hume' s
writings on the subject of economy had a marked
influence on Steuart when Steuart wrote the
Principles of Political Economy. Studies on the
influence of Hume’ s argument on Steuart has so far
focused on arguments such as on population, on

luxury, and on the quantity theory of money and the

price—specie flow mechanism; arguments that were



brought forward by Hume mainly in his Political
Discourses.

This paper, by shedding a light on how Steuart
received Hume’ s economic arguments in the History
of England, attempts to demonstrate that Hume’ s
influence on Steuart was much pervasive. In his
Principles Steuart does not cite Hume’ s History;
nevertheless during the time he was writing the
Principles Steuart made an extensive annotation on
volume three and four of Hume’ s History. A close
study of the annotation shows that much of
Steuart’ s argument in his annotation is reflected
in his Principles and that the most commonly
repeated argument in the annotation was Steuart’ s
defense of the economic policy that was employed
by the English Monarchy in the past. What the
annotation makes clear is that the Principles was

to a certain extent Steuart’ s response to Hume s

dismissal of mercantilism.
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Princeton, USA, 4-7 June 2020.

https://www. ecsss. org/upcoming—conferences/ « ENPOSS (European Network for the Philosophy of
the Social Sciences)

* The Hume Society The 2020 Conference, Université Toulouse—Jean

The 47th International Conference, Pontificia Jaures, Toulouse, France, 16-18 September 2020.

Universidad Javeriana, Bogota, Colombia, 6-10 July http://enposs. eu/2013/09/enposs—2014/
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