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A Study on Household Economics Thoughts of Tomoko Matsudaira
SR

Family economics comes from the ancient Greek thinker Xenophon’s Oeconomicus. It is a Socratic dialogue
principally about household management and agriculture. Oeconomicus is a key source for the social and
intellectual history of Classical Athens and one of the oldest writings on economics in its original sense of home
management. In the twentieth century, Gary Becker, one of the most famous American economists, applied
microeconomics methods to sociological analysis, taking rational choice and utility theory as the starting point,
and conducted an economic analysis of social phenomena such as racial discrimination and family decision-making
laying the foundation for New Household Economics (NHE), which has made significant contributions to the
development of household economics.

However, long before Becker was born, in the 1920s, the Japanese female economist Tomoko Matsudaira had
already published several works on the economics of household affairs, which explained production, consumption,
income, expenditure, and savings within the household. Notably, Matsudaira also discussed the place and role of
women in the family and reflections on class and occupation.

Tomoko Matsudaira was the first woman economist to teach at an institution of higher education. She was born
in Tokyo in 1894 and studied at Tokyo Women's Normal School from 1913 to 1917. Matsudaira was chosen to
study at the Economics Department of the Imperial University of Tokyo for the regular three-year program from
1919 to 1922. In 1921, she returned to the Tokyo Women's Normal School and offered a course on household
economics. Matsudaira’s contribution could be found in her improvement of the form of household accounts more
suitable for both weekly or monthly flow management and yearly asset management.

Matsudaira’s first book—Household Economics—was published in 1925, which can be said to absorb the
perspectives of both contemporary Japanese and Western economics literature, which is a more integrated and
comprehensive work. Household Economics has two volumes. Volume 1 took a general method to economic life,
household life, the national economy, and public finance. Volume 2 took monetized methods to economic life. In
this volume, she explained household accounts, savings, stocks, bonds, etc.

In addition to Matsudaira's contributions to economics and household economics, Matsudaira also has her own
unique views on women in the family. These views were regarded as extremely rare during that period. Matsudaira
encouraged women to bring technical progress into the household and improve their standard of living. She also
encouraged them to keep household accounts for budgetary efficiency. Eventually, their household accounts
became a source of econometric analysis.
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JARDEBOMERTHDL EWVIBEZITV, HKBFEE TORRER - EANABELZD DN DOER
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Flo, AMETIE, VA MORROBELFITYREO KA Y TRETWD HEERFIHEE L 02l
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R BIRE A & HE
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BLW “RER ORt., KFEfEEE LD

K FEFEMESEA (1931/11/25—2022/10/7) DEMREZF > T2 D%, BFEFHRFE D JSHET A — /L2 k- T
TL70, 2020 FEDOFEERIFTENTIZIWE L7, BARIOBETOREERSA L BVIER T2 <, 121
FIRIO AT LT-, TDORNC, BEDEVEEMZNT TRENEZERRET VY ¢ [HERHEETERORK
SE) TP (FEECRF RS, 2016) OEFEE [4 XU 2 24%E] 41 5 (2018) [EE, T ab—
RIS TEL DD EEWVIREFENRNSTZDT, FHOEIZE U > TIEBY £ L=,

KIEGEA L FLE O FERIRNIL, FeENA TR RFREFFHICE G T (1981—1990) FAS & H] D )
BRETH D MO AR R FITEZE TR <, 1990 2 — B RFASR S ERER o ¥ — 1204
DR E) S AL TLARE (1990—1995) IZAAE D £ L7z, H#ER - ¥ —COMESKR., ZO®%ROBEEY
Be RFHRER (1995—2002) ITf4E N IEFEGRM A2 KBS N7 LTWE LT,

EANTIX 1992 T = A Z v« 2 Z VA RF Q012 FFLAEA L Z U A RKFP L UFR) TOHE 3 [HEH
BRohF] 3324 (The International Society for Utilitarian Studies: ISUS) TEEWL 72V, 1996 x> =1
F=T A4 ALy RORCY LA s T a Y2y PTOEERFE Y I F—TCEFEBEZK CYRf
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YAFRBMETHKALE L THERBEHICHAML TV E L,

T LT CTHRREICEBIZE > TW D DI, 1994 4= 8 A RICEIME SN 7= 4 B [EEEDhF| EFRFS - Pk
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—ERHINOYR— T B LD DR VAR - BNX v o N ADOKIFFEEICENTHEE
HRELZ, FAEH X9 8 94 F 4 AICHMIEERICBEI L2 tbbo T, EESEEMRBFRWE
THIENTEELLE, ZORBRD 706 IF, TOBRMEKRKIZE > TREERKE & BT, 2014
FOISUSBE R RS2 BRRHETE o Lo Tk,

T, KIFEEDOHIIIM ThHoT-Dh, LWV ) HICHERT- W EEWET,

FPIIMTEREIR T, KHEADOEMN HEEREAE] ETH D E ) D, FTAE TR NR
HHEZATLEY, UL, BUE, BPETHREELORNRICHT 2 H OIXFEINETIX Tk
(Intellectual History) & @& S 4L, #RFEF SRV FE TIE2e < ASUFHE (Faculty of Humanities) @
FICHELE SN DONREED X H T, Zid, KHEELE —HITSMUIZAEFS TORBRS, LAY
DXL ORFWO P CREFEMCRFEEN —ELFFEIC Lo RN EIZbHFAELTNE
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AOMSEASIT, 2O LA xR <0 —BRE2m L TWELE,

FTOZEEBEZ OO, LV EROISKIFLEDHIED R II0 72 > 7= DT OV TRIZfAL Tz &
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BAVEFENZRKRE Do RO B ARIZBNT, KHEEDORKRETREIHMEZ R LTS & BNVE
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TIAA, V=AM —b0/hHROSHETER, XUV LAERLE LT ENAEEREZEET DL L
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FIOH - FTRERNREREVREENTHAZ LFAETATHY, BEIZ ISI VAR ZDOZ L ZKAD |
Tohz T IHEH] {L L T3 utilitarian Z W72 2 SIZITEMRAH 5127 T,

Z Zizix, B o utilitarianism KT 5 L Sbivd 3 SO AFORE TR, OFEER. @=L
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T (ZoBMILEEICHTEST, BEROZBEZZBICLEZI 2R LTBEET),

BZIC, BREXEND ZET, MANRREBEFEEZENTBEZWERWET, MFem ik, &I
BRI+ aicnsinncnzeny, FU R NEA~DOFEZBWVTEBE 2ozt anbdb b £97,
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